
ORDER OF CHRISTMAS CANDLELIGHT COMMUNION 

SERVICE 

1) LIGHTS OFF: 

2) Read Isaiah 9:6 (3-5 seconds after lights are out)  

For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given; and 

the government will be upon His shoulder. And His 

name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

3) Play song 1 “O Come Emmanuel” by Nicole C. 

Mullen (song time 4:17) 

4) Read Luke 1:26-29 (Angel speaks to Mary) 

26.  Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent 

by God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, to a virgin 

betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the 

house of David. The virgin's name was Mary. And 

having come in, the angel said to her, "Rejoice, highly 



favored one, the Lord is with you; blessed are you 

among women!'' But when she saw him, she was 

troubled at his saying, and considered what manner of 

greeting this was. 

5) Play song 2 “Mary Did You Know?” by Kathy 

Mattea (song time 3:14) 

6) Read Matthew 1:18-21 (Angel speaks to Joseph) 

Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: After His 

mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph, before they 

came together, she was found with child of the Holy 

Spirit. Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and 

not wanting to make her a public example, was minded 

to put her away secretly. But while he thought about 

these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to 

him in a dream, saying, "Joseph, son of David, do not 

be afraid to take to you Mary your wife, for that which 

is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. "And she will 



bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name Jesus, for 

He will save His people from their sins.'' 

7) Play song 3 “A Strange Way to Save the World” 

by 4 Him (song time 4:32) 

8) Read Luke 2:8-14 (Angels speak to the 

shepherds) 

Now there were in the same country shepherds living 

out in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 

night. And behold, an angel of the Lord stood before 

them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 

and they were greatly afraid. Then the angel said to 

them, "Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good 

tidings of great joy which will be to all people.”For 

there is born to you this day in the city of David a 

Savior, who is Christ the Lord. "And this will be the sign 

to you: You will find a Babe wrapped in swaddling 

clothes, lying in a manger.”  And suddenly there was 



with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host 

praising God and saying: "Glory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace, good will toward men!” 

9) Play song 4 “The Night that Christ was Born” by 

Kirk Franklin (song time 4:33) 

10) Read Matthew 2:1-2 (Wise men come to worship 

the baby Jesus) 

 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the 

days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the East 

came to Jerusalem, saying, "Where is He who has been 

born King of the Jews? For we have seen His star in the 

East and have come to worship Him.'' 

11)  Play song 5 “Do You Hear What I Hear” by Third 

Day (song time 3:58)  

12)  The Pastor will speak for a moment from the 

Scriptures about Communion.  



13)  Pastor will lead congregation in prayer then 

invite them to come and partake in the 

communion. Once everyone has served themselves, 

pastor will then lead in prayer. 

14)  As soon as the Pastor says “amen”, start 

playing songs 6-9.   

     6-“A Prayer for Every Year” by Plus One (song time 

4:21) 

     7--“Silent Night” by Mark Schultz & Nicole 

Norderman (song time 3:18) 

     8-“Ava Marie” by Rachel Lampa (song time 4:54)  

     9-“Christmas is all in the Heart” by Steven Curtis 

Chapman (song time 5:16) 

           (If people are still taking communion after songs 6-

9 continue music playing songs 1-4) 



           (If people are finished taking communion before 

songs 6-9 finish playing, stop the music when the 

Pastor enters the pulpit but do not stop it abruptly, 

fade it out or let the song finish if it is near the end. 

15)  Pastor will close service with prayer. As soon as 

“amen” is said play song 10, “Handle’s 

Messiah/Hallelujah” by Soulful Celebration (song 

time 5:53) 

16) LIGHTS ON (as soon as “Handel’s Messiah” 

starts.) 



COMMUNION SCRIPTURES 

Matthew 26:26-30 

26 And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and 

blessed it, and brake it, and gave it to the disciples, and 

said, Take, eat; this is my body. 

27 And he took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to 

them, saying, Drink ye all of it; 

28 For this is my blood of the new testament, which is 

shed for many for the remission of sins. 

29 But I say unto you, I will not drink henceforth of this 

fruit of the vine, until that day when I drink it new with 

you in my Father's kingdom. 

30 And when they had sung an hymn, they went out 

into the mount of Olives. 

 

Communion  



— fellowship with God, between Christ and his people, 

by the Spirit, of believers with one another. And it is 

called The Lord's Supper, because in it there is fellowship 

between Christ and his disciples, and of the disciples 

with one another.  (from Easton's Bible Dictionary, PC 

Study Bible formatted electronic database Copyright © 

2003, 2006 Biblesoft, Inc. All rights reserved.) 

 

Matthew 26:26 

Each name we use for this sacrament brings out a 

different dimension to it. It is the Lord's Supper because 

it commemorates the Passover meal Jesus ate with his 

disciples; it is the Eucharist (thanksgiving) because in it 

we thank God for Christ's work on the Cross for us; it is 

Communion because through it we commune with God 

and with other believers. As we eat the bread and drink 

the red juice, we should be quietly reflective as we recall 



Jesus' death and his promise to come again, grateful for 

God's wonderful gift to us, and joyful as we meet with 

Christ and the body of believers. 

 

Matthew 26:28  “For this is my blood of the new 

testament, which is shed for many for the remission of 

sins.” 

How does Jesus' blood relate to the new covenant? 

People under the old covenant (those who lived before 

Jesus) could approach God only through a priest and an 

animal sacrifice. Now all people can come directly to God 

through faith because Jesus' death has made us 

acceptable in God's eyes. 

Romans 3:21-24 

21 But now the righteousness of God without the law is 

manifested, being witnessed by the law and the 

prophets; 



22 Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of 

Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that believe: for 

there is no difference: 

23 For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of 

God; 

24 Being justified freely by his grace through the 

redemption that is in Christ Jesus: 

The old covenant was a shadow of the new (Jer 31:31; 

Heb 8:1 ff), pointing forward to the day when Jesus 

himself would be the final and ultimate sacrifice for sin. 

Rather than an unblemished lamb slain on the altar, the 

perfect Lamb of God was slain on the cross, a sinless 

sacrifice, so that our sins could be forgiven once and for 

all. All those who believe in Christ receive that 

forgiveness. 

 



Matthew 26:30 “And when they had sung an hymn, 

they went out into the mount of Olives.” 

Some scholars believe it is possible that the hymn the 

disciples sang was from Ps 115-118, which were 

traditional psalms sung as part of the Passover meal. 

We don’t know for sure, but they may have even sang 

from . . .  

Psalms 116:13, 17 

13 I will take the cup of salvation, and call upon the 

name of the Lord. 

17 I will offer to thee the sacrifice of thanksgiving, and 

will call upon the name of the Lord. 

As we have gathered together tonight for this 

communion, let us remember why we are here. 

Let us remember the Reason for the season. 



PRAY – INVITE CONGRETATION TO PARTICIPATE IN THE 

COMMUNION  

 


